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            Abstract
          
        

        
          The proliferation of squatters is an unavoidable urban feature. Illegal settlements of underserved urbanites, known in the literature as shanty towns, mushroom slums, and marginal or “spontaneous” settlements and areas, narrate a distinctive story of urban landscapes. Squatters materialize under varying circumstances, among which is the premise of rapid urbanization. Thus, urbanization in the Pacific is a defining characteristic of resource deprivation. Pacific Island Countries, including Fiji, continue to urbanize, leading to squatting trends. The prospect of such continuations makes urban boroughs vulnerable spaces, given it strengthens the probability of a squatter boom and the deprivation-squatter cycle.
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