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          This study employs Foucault's concept of governmentality as an analytical framework to investigate how North Korean defectors have been governed across political, social, and economic spheres. In Western discourse, North Korean defectors are often depicted as victims of human rights violations. However, their representations and lived experiences within South Korea present a more nuanced picture. Over the past two decades (1998-2017), while policies for defectors underwent significant institutionalization and transformation, South Korea also experienced a substantial influx of migrants from diverse global regions. As the primary host nation for the majority of North Korean defectors and a recent recipient of significant international migration, South Korea offers a unique context for examining discourses surrounding North Korean defectors within a contemporary multicultural landscape. This article contributes to deeper understanding of not only how North Korean defectors are governed in South Korea but also how their presence has contributed to the formation of an ethnic hierarchy within South Korean society.
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