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            Abstract
          
        

        
          This qualitative study aims to explore the reasons and realities of legal immigrants who participate in large numbers in the undocumented workforce of South Korea. Applying the theory of push-pull factors of migration, the study distinguishes illegal immigrants from legal immigrants who work without legal permission (undocumented workers). Through the analysis of the process of becoming undocumented workers, as well as individual experiences, the study highlights that the main reasons that family members of migrant families engage in illegal work are not only financial struggles related to family support, debts, or remittances to Vietnam, but the factors of migration networks, employers, and institutional policies. The findings reveal that low wages, long working hours, and discrimination are realities immigrants face in the process of working without a permit in South Korea.
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